
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background 
This community project was set up to encourage 

participation from visually impaired groups at 

Westlecot Bowls Club in Swindon. The BDA 

worked closely with Swindon BATS and Wiltshire 

Sight, two charities who are committed to 

enabling their clients to feel empowered to lead 

active and fulfilled lives.  

In particular, the proactive efforts of volunteers 

at Swindon BATS and Claire Davenport, the 

community sight loss advisor for Wiltshire Sight 

were key to encouraging service users to 

particpate in both physical and social activity.  

Similarly, the BDA were keen to work with the 

club due to the inclusive approach to encourage 

people to play bowls regardless of disability. This 

was confirmed by the club having accessible 

facilities to enter the rinks safely. Bowls 

equipment is available for use at the club 

highlighting the support on offer to increase 

participation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Overview 
An inclusive session was attended by ten 

participants who all engaged in both the bowls 

and social activity. The bowls session took place 

for approximately an hour where physical 

wellbeing could be focused on, while people who 

had not bowled before were able to understand 

the basics of the sport following advice and 

guidance from volunteers.  

Refreshments were then made available 

afterwards where clients of both charities 

socialised with each other. This created a real 

focus on mental wellbeing where participants 

could discuss their enjoyment of the session and 

a keenness to participant again. There was no cost 

to this session.  

 

 

 

 

 

Westlecot Bowls Club 

Visually Impaired 

Sessions 

This case study will focus on the 

success of a project for visually 

impaired participants at a bowls club in 

Swindon.  



 

 

100% 
Improved …. their 

mental wellbeing with 

the social interaction 

following the bowls. 

100% 
Participants… 

enjoyed the session 

and wanted to join the 

six-week training 

course at the club. 
 

‘Ben from the BDA alongside the 

volunteers and members at 

Westlecot Bowls Club made us all 

very welcome and looked after us 

so well. This made such a 

difference when you are doing 

something new’. 

Claire Davenport 

(Community Sight 

Loss Advisor, 

Wiltshire Sight) 

 

 

 

 

Testimonials 
 

Get Involved 
The BDA helped to arrange this project alongside Westlecot Bowls Club by 

reaching out to Wiltshire Sight, with the bowls club already having a 

relationship with Swindon BATS.  

A meeting was held with Claire Davenport (Community Sight Loss Advisor for 

Swindon and North Wiltshire) and members of the club committee alongside 

the BDA to arrange a date and time for the project. This was also a perfect 

opportunity to discuss the session and how it would be organised. Please see 

below for contact information at both charities 

Swindon BATS                                                                      

Email: info@SwindonBats.org                                       

Website: https://www.swindonbats.org/ 

Wiltshire Sight 

Telephone: 01380 723682 (Claire Davenport) 

Email: claire.davenport@wiltshiresight.org 

Website: https://www.sightsupportwest.org.uk/wiltshire/ 

www.wiltshiresight.org 

 

www.wiltshiresight.org 

 

 

Successes & Learnings 
A major success of the project involved a client of Swindon BATS joining the 

club as a member. This individual has a real interest in sport and is a member 

of British Blind Sport.  

Many participants commented on the excellent support and guidance 

provided by volunteers from the club. In particular, there were comments 

about how open the club is to those with visual impairments along with the 

social experience on offer demonstrating the inclusive approach of the club. 

There was a particular desire for the upcoming six-week coaching programme 

for those who wish to continue bowling. Wiltshire Sight will promote these 

sessions in their monthly newsletter.  
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